
Jewelry Calendar

Birthstone Jewelry:
Everyone’s Favorite
Birthday Gift

What man or woman wouldn’t be
happy to receive a gift of their
own special birthday gem?

Birthstone gems are beautiful, precious,
historic, and are said to reflect personal
attributes of those born in a specific
month of the year.

No wonder birthstone jewelry is a gift
treasured above all others. And it’s sur-
prisingly affordable, too. Come in soon
and see our collection of attractive
styles for both men and women.

FEBRUARY - Amethyst
Since earliest times, sparkling purple

amethyst has symbolized sincerity and
sober thought for those
born in February. Once

believed to prevent intoxi-
cation, amethyst was sacred to Bucchus,
the Greek god of wine.A form of precious
quartz, amethyst is a hard and durable
gem that ranges in color from pale laven-
der to deep purple.

MARCH - Aquamarine 
& Bloodstone

Courage is the personal trait
bestowed on those of March
birth by these two ancient
and very dissimilar gem-
stones. Aquamarine is a beautiful blue
gem as clear and transparent as sea

water from which it gets its
name. Dark green opaque
bloodstone is named for the

numerous bright red flecks scattered on
its surface.

APRIL - Diamond
Innocence and invincibility are the

traditional characteristics bestowed on
the April born by the pure
white and incredibly hard
diamond. Also, because of
its legendary durability and
bright inner fire, diamond has long sym-
bolized marital happiness. That’s why it
is by far the most popular gem for wed-
ding and engagement rings.

Many Americans
believe that pre-
cious gemstones

only originate in exotic for-
eign locations. But it’s a
surprising fact that America
teems with treasure that
most people imagine
comes from foreign lands.

One example is the
beautiful purple amethyst
which comes from the Four
Peaks mine just 60 miles
from downtown Phoenix,
Arizona. This mine pro-
duces a grade of amethyst that is prized
above all others. Colored a deep purple
with a magenta flash, this quality is called
“Siberian” after the high grade of
amethyst pulled from Siberian mines.

Four Peaks amethyst comes in other
rich colors as well, ranging from pale
pinks and lilacs through the violets and
deep reddish purple. There’s also a
smoky deep violet color that is unique to
the Four Peaks mine and distinguishes it

from all other amethyst.
Mining at Four Peaks is no easy task. At

7,200 feet above sea level, it is one of the
world’s most inaccessible mines and is
the only mine in the U.S. where a helicop-
ter is needed to remove the precious
gemstones.

Yet despite the considerable cost, effort,
and difficulty of bringing Four Peaks
amethyst to market, the price to the con-
sumer is relatively low.

P alladium is a precious gray-white
metal that is part of the platinum
group but is lighter in weight (only half

as heavy as platinum) and costs about a third
as much. Palladium is also lighter than gold
and all other platinum group metals such as
rhodium, rimdium, ruthenium, and osmium.

Palladium is inherently valuable, stays
white forever, is tarnish resistant, hypoaller-
genic, and is more durable than white gold
used for jewelry. It is named after Pallas, the
Greek goddess of wisdom and protector of
Athens.

Palladium was known since the 1800’s but
has not been much used in jewelry until
comparatively recent times. It is currently
favored by jewelry manufacturers who want
to eliminate excess weight from white metal
earrings, brooches, necklaces, and bracelets.

New Ultra-Long
Necklaces...Stylish,
Versatile and Fun

This season, elongated rope necklaces
of every kind are being seen every-
where and with every kind of outfit.

A rope-length necklace is a strand that
runs from 45 inches to 120 inches and is
usually wrapped several times around the
neck. This versatile necklace produces a
luxurious layered look with a variety of
charmingly different decorative lengths.

A rope necklace of lustrous white
pearls was a favorite of Coco Chanel. But
today, high-fashion ultra-long necklaces
aren’t limited to a single kind of gem-
stone. Fashion forward styles are pep-
pered with a mix of colorful beads includ-
ing yellow gold balls, red, blue, pink, pur-
ple, orange, and green colored gems as
well as white and colored freshwater
pearls. Many are arranged in different
combinations and set in stations on long
gold chains.

It’s an elegant look you’ll be seeing a lot
of this season. And a style you’ll enjoy
wearing day or night.N amed for the mallow plant in

ancient times, this vivid
kelly green opaque gem-

stone is banded with circular
stripes of darker and lighter tones
of the same brilliant green color.

With a hardness of 3.5 to 4 on
the Mohs scale, malachite is easy
to carve, has a fine, silky luster
when polished, and makes beautiful
cabochons and beads. It has been a
long-time favorite for use in dramatic

necklaces, pins, and pendants.
Because malachite is relatively del-

icate, always store it away from crys-
talline gems which are harder and

have sharp edges. The safest way to
clean it is to wash in cool water with a

little soft soap. After washing, place
on a clean soft cloth and air dry.

Avoid heat and sudden temper-
ature changes. Do not soak, bleach, or
apply any chemicals. And do not use
steamers or ultrasonic cleaners.
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The Glory of Diamonds
Diamond Notebook

Focus 
On Fashion

S parkling diamonds are the most
radiantly glorious of all gem-
stones. But they haven’t always

been that way. Diamonds were first
found about 800 B.C. in the Golconda
region of India. From there, traders car-
ried them to Greece and Rome.

The earliest diamonds we know of are
set in ancient Roman
jewelry. But they were
uncut and not very
beautiful.

The real glory of dia-
monds began in 1475
with a talented Belgian
lapidary named Louis
de Berquem of Bruges.
Although facets had
been cut on diamonds
for many centuries, de
Berquem first discovered how to cut
them systematically. He is regarded as
the father of modern diamond cut-
ting and portraits of him are still dis-
played in diamond cutting centers
throughout the world.

During this period, the rose
cut was developed. It is a dome-
shaped cut with a flat bottom and
triangular facets that come to a point
on top. The rose was the most popular
diamond cut in Europe from the 16th
century well into the 18th century

and it is still in demand today.
Then around 1700, a Venetian named

Vincento Perruzzi developed the origi-
nal brilliant cut which finally released
the dazzling fire hidden inside the dia-
mond. The Perruzzi cut had 56 facets
plus a culet and a table. It remained a
favorite as the cushion-shaped Old Mine

Cut until 1919 when
Marcel Tolkowski devel-
oped a formula for the
modern brilliant cut.

This new type of cut
made diamonds even
more brilliant and glori-
ous than ever. Since then,
the glittering diamond
has been the most
desired and celebrated
of all gemstones.
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